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CHAPTER   IV
MR. BALFOUR'S PROCEDURE REFORMS (1888-1902)

THE second comprehensive reform in the rules, carried
through in 1888, led to a certain pause in the efforts for
further improvement in procedure. A space of eight years
followed, during which the House on several occasions took
preliminary steps in the direction of reform, without ever
going so far as to make any material change in its standing
orders. After the fundamental revision of parliamentary
penal law and the sharpening of the different weapons
against obstructive resistance, such further efforts as were
made were chiefly directed to getting rid of superfluous
stages of discussion and obsolete formalities, and, speaking
generally, to arranging and securing an extensive economy
of the time of parliamentary work.

Two committees appointed by the House during this
period were engaged on the work, viz., the select committee
appointed in 1888 under the chairmanship of the Marquis
of Hartington, and that of 1890 under the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, Mr. Goschen.

The first was instructed to consider the procedure by
which the House annually granted supplies to the Crown;
the second to inquire whether by means of an abridged form
of procedure, or otherwise, the consideration of bills partly
considered in the House could be facilitated in the next
ensuing session of the same Parliament.1 While the 1888
committee collected a considerable amount of material by
the examination of the two chief officials of the House,
and also of the Chairman of Committees and other experts,
the later committee confined itself entirely to discussion
among its own members.

1 (a) Report from the select committee on estimates procedure (grants
of supply), 13th July 1888.

(b) Report from the select committee on business of the House,
July 1890.